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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AOQ NO. 2001-47

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY AMENDING
ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE SUBSECTION 21.45.235.C. REGARDING THE
MAXIMUM HEIGHT OF CHURCHES

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS:

Section 1: That AMC Subsection 21.45.235.C. of the Anchorage Municipal Code
is amended to read as follows:

21.45.235 Churches.

C. Maximum height. A church may not exceed the height permitted in the
zoning district in which it is located, except that, in districts where the
maximum height is 30 [25] feet, the maximum height for a church or a
portion of a church may increase to a maximum height of 35 feet so long as
the vertical distance between any point on the church and the level of the
ground at any reference point on any property line for the church site shall
not exceed one-half of the horizontal distance between the two points.

Section 2: That this ordinance shall become effective upon passage and
approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this day of
, 2001.

Chair

ATTEST:

Municipal Clerk

AM 149-2001



MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE
ASSEMBLY MEMORANDUM
NO.  AM 149-2001
Meeting Date: wFmaruARY 13, 2001
1 From: Assemblymember Taylor
2| Subject: Amending AMC Subsection 21.45.235.C - Maximum Height of
3 Churches
4
5| This proposed ordinance is a “housekeeping” measure to correct an oversight in
6| the Municipal Code. In 1986, the Assembly approved AO 86-90, which enacted a new
7| Title 21 section covering churches, to include the maximum height of churches as
8 | follows:
9
10 “A church may not exceed the height permitted in the zoning district in which it is
11 located, except that, in districts where the maximum height is 25 feet, the
12 maximum height for a church or a portion of a church may increase to a
13 maximum height of 35 feet so long as the vertical distance between any point on
14 the church and the level of the ground at any reference point on any property line
15 for the church site shall not exceed one-half of the horizontal distance between
16 the two points.
17
18 | In 1999, the Assembly approved AO 99-49, which changed the maximum height of
19| structures from 25 feet to 30 feet in residential zoning districts R-1, R-1A,
20| R-2A, R-2D, R-2M, and R-10. However, there was no corresponding change made
21| to the language above regarding the maximum height of churches (presently
22 | AMC Subsection 21.45.235.C.) Without this change, a church could not increase
23| to a 35-foot height unless it was in a residential district with a 25-foot height
24 | restriction. But, given the 1999 change, there are currently no residential
251 districts with a 25-foot height restriction. Therefore, churches and their
26 | accessory use buildings are restricted to 30-foot limits.
27
28 | Approval of this ordinance is recommended.
29
30
31| Respectfully submitted by:
32
Tl 7T
35 (4 L \
36| Melinda Taylor
37 | Assemblymember

AD 2001-47



MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE
Summary of Economic Effects - General Government

AO Number: 2001-47 Title: Amending AMC 21.45.235.C - Height
of Churches

Sponsor: Assemblymember Taylor
Preparing Agency: Assembly Office Others Affected: Planning, Public Works

CHANGES IN EXPENDITURE AND REVENUES (Thousands of Dollars)

Operating Expenditures FY 94 FY 95 FY96 | FY97 | FY 98

1000 Personal Services

2000 Supplies

3000 Other Services

4000 Debt Service

5000 Capital Qutlay
TOTAL DIRECT COSTS:

ADD: 6000 Charge from Others

LESS: 7000 Charge to Others
FUNCTION COSTS:

REVENUES:

CAPITAL:

POSITIONS: FT/PT and Temp. "

|

Public Sector Economic Effects:

No public sector economic effecits anficipated.
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Private Sector Economic Effects:

No private sector economic effects anticipated.

Prepared by: Greg Moyer Telephone: 343-4755
Date: 2-6-01






